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Empirical Study on Higher Order Mutation-Based Multiple Fault Localization

LOU Kun, SHANG Ying, WANG Hai-Feng
(College of Information Science and Technology, Beijing University of Chemical Technology, Beijing 100029, China)

Abstract: Fault localization is one of the most expensive activities in software debugging. The Mutation-Based Fault
Localization (MBFL) assumes that the mutants killed by most of the failed test cﬁ_ses can provide a good indication about
the location of a fault. Previous studies showed MBFL could achieve desired results in a Single Fault Localization
Scenario (SFL-Scenario), but its performance in a Multiple FaultLocalization Scenario (MFL-Scenario) has not been
thoroughly evaluated. Recently, Higher Order Mutants (HOMs) have been proposed to model complex faults that are hard
to kill, but whether HOMs can improve the performance of MBFL is still unknown. In this study, we investigate the
impact of First Order, Mutants (FOMg) and HOMs on MBFL in an MFL-Scenario. Moreover, we divide HOMs into three
groups, i.e., accurate, partially accurate, and inaccurate HOMs, considering the mutation location in the program, to find
which type of HOMs is more efficient in fault localization. Based on the empirical results on five real-world projects, we
find that in an MFL-Scenario, HOMs can behave better than FOMs. The influence of the types of HOMs on the
effectiveness of MBFL cannot be ignored. In particular, accurate HOMs can contribute more than inaccurate ones.
Therefore, researchers should propose effective methods to generate this type of HOMs for future MBFL studies.
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X (6) i, T REIRIEA A, 2R ER AR
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TR BB B I A rank () EARN:
i+D)+@(+]

ARG, -
(7)), i R PR FEAE K TR T ) I IE RS A 1Y)
i, j RN BE AR S5 T AR 15 ) I IE s ) ) £l
T LS E A g, AR R i+l AL HER S5
i+ ALHEA BB E N R IE A I HEA.

(2) Top-N: Top-N H T-IFAl HEA /T N N2 7 (s 1k
JEE T, e A B SR A BEYNAE Kochhar S5
BRI, 73.58% [FER % RAATHEA AT 5 1972 77T
%, 3 HLLT BT R AV B4 BT 10 JIFEF
TEH AL T BRI R R [k, 2% 2 AT 5,
FATHE N LA 1,3, 5. I, B s A AR R
PREESE, BATTFIRE T IX e iE A) HE 4 1P IME st (7)
FT7R). Top-N ik 3 B X6 W P Bt i 2 A 452 A

(3) MAP: MAP (Mean Average Precision) &5 S
RO T A E A HE T B2 R AR, 2 PR R T
1K BE P ¥4, AP (Average Precision) Bt 242
R

rank

P(@i) X pos(i)

M
AP =
; number of faulty statements

®)

X (8) , i REEFAECIHES, M REHEZ 5% B
S pos(i) A IR REL pos(i)=1 TR | 218 F) L4
W, R 2 pos(i)=0 g 5 i 2B A& EHIFY. P(i)
FAHEL | g RS BE

P(i) number of faulty statements in top i ranks
1) =

©

MAP 245 RES ) AP H-T-35){H, MAP #K R H
X ISE R R 7 A B AR

i

4 SEEREER
4.1 WxRIE)E

N T VPl HOMs & 1 e 4 i i 8 AL RS FE, A
SC N 1R T8 R B AR R T R, B R I A ) R

(1) RQ1: 5 FOMs #HLEL, AP HOMs 12
B IR TE ARG FE dn e 2

(2) RQ2: 5 FOMs Lk, AFIZEAL ) HOMs K%
B IR TE ARG FE dn e 2
42 ZIWER

NERTE RQL, FATE okt 2 85 R FE P LR e — B
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HOMs, %A J5 18 AT 1X 2848 e 4 11 5545 B 45N 12 7 0]
] EXAM, Top-N fl MAP. A i ] Metallaxis-FL &y
4G MBFL X HREH, FEA % 2 B 2] 7 B ) HOMs.

4 H1fE78 T MBFL ffi HH FOMs HIAS [A] i 1)

100 F

80

60

40 |

20

Percentage of faults located (%)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Percentage of code examined (%)

HOMs FIHE R A L. x B ZRos ARRD A 2 LE B, y il
R A FIRE PP B AT 8 O A 2 3k 21 1) OB iR Ll
X7 FY P 28 T St DX 7 P A S A R ARG U i 1%
MO 2, DRI 7 1R S (AR 3R 5 1 BOR B4

100 F

80

60

40 |

20

Percentage of faults located (%)

0O 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
Percentage of code examined (%)

(a) Printtokens2 (b) Schedule2
& 100 F 100 F £ 100
B B B
s 80 < 80t £ s}
g 2 g
2 60 r 2 60} B 60
g g g
< 40 | < 40} < 40
=] =} =}
& S S
s 20 s 20t s 20+
= =] =]
S 3 3
s 0! ) ) ) ) ) ) 3 0! ) ) ) ) 3 0! ) ) ) ) )
a s s
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 0 5 15 20 25 0 2 4 6 8 10
Percentage of code examined (%) Percentage of code examined (%) Percentage of code examined (%)
(c) Totinfo (d) Tcas (e) Sed
— FOMs 2-HOMs 3-HOMs --- 4-HOMs 5-HOMs --- 6-HOMs --- 7-HOMS —- HOM:
L
Kl 4 FOMs S5 AR HOMs FIARTIDH & Ll b | -

M 4(a) AT LUE H, 7-HOMs A& 20% K727

A Be R I 2] 68% I %, 1 FOMs JH fg Al 2

55% ISR, [F 3, £F schedule2, totinfo 1 sed | #] LA
7 i1, HOMSs Hrill 3 /b 1y A A KO B0 2 12, 11
fE tcas F£F L. FOMs HIH IR AL T HOMs.

A Top-1, Top=3, Top-5 #5470k &, FOMs 7 2 4%
e BRI e AR S B HOMs B4, 1 HOMs 7 3 4%
s HRFEF FRRDEE FOMs 4. £ 4 HERT
FOMs il HOMs £ Z 81 iR P27 e An iz st FHEERT 1, 3,
5 ATERRIECE. B PS4 MR BRI T St
BXF 2 HHRFERE, FOMs F145- i A48 AR #0KE 19 4
HARHES — 4. 12 T 7-HOMs, FOMs Lt H A B H i
HOMs ] Top-3, Top-5 ZEH &1, X} 3 HiRF2/F, 3-HOMs
Et FOMs FIH A B £ 1) 748 544 TE Top-3 F Top-5 L3
. [FEF FOMs 7E 4 857257 9, Top-3 F Top-5 L [¥)

‘-

=

F =

FIWE AR T HOMS. JJ5, 76 5 #5iRF2% |, FOMs. 6-
HOMSs FI 7-HOM s [fJ Top-1 {fi#%&, ifi 6-HOMs Fl 3-
HOMs 73 |7E Top-3 1 Top-5 LRI 4.

M MAP 16455, FOMs 1E 4 $5iR e 7 L L0 5
e, 75 H A A 1R FEFE 5 HOMSs A AHIT IR, W3 5
AT LLE tH, FOMs 1E 4 #5787 LI MAP $1H & &
B AN R AL P 5 HOMs BAHIEIERIE, a0 3 4
RFET FOMs [1] MAP {85 4 By 2] 7 By 1048 AR 1)
MAP ¥J{E .

zi LT LA, HOMs 78— Y62 /7 b 1 4a 4 fe
T FOMs. [Al, FOMs f£ 2 Bz Al 4 BiiRfe 7 L)
SE LR, T HOMs 7E 3 #51R M1 S B R B W)
R . HOMs 1E 3 #5 iR A 4 #5127 LA K1
Top-N 18, JF HAE — L[ %) HOMs T, H5 1 MAP
YA HE =T FOMs.
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% 4 FOMs FIANABr HOMs ] TOP-N 18 Eb#5¢

FOMs 2-HOMs 3-HOMs 4-HOMs 5-HOMs 6-HOMs 7-HOMs HOMs

by fr Top 1 3 5 1 3 5 1 3 5 13 5 135 135 13 5 135
printtokens2 6 8 8 6 8 8 6 8 8 6 8 8 6 & 8 6 8 8 6 8 8 6 8 8
schedule2 4 6 6 4 6 6 4 6 6 4 6 6 4 6 6 4 6 6 4 6 6 4 6 6

. totinfo 356 3 56 3 56 3 56 3 56 3 56 3 56 3 56

tcas 2 6 7 2 4 5 2 5 6 2 5 6 2 5 6 2 5 6 2 6 6 2 3 4

sed 4 5 5 4 5 5 4 5 5 4 5 5 4 5 5 4 5 5 4 5 5 4 55

Total 19 30 32 19 28 30 19 29 31 19 29 31 19 29 31 19 29 31 19 30 31 19 27 29

printtokens2 58 9 5 8 9 5 8 9 5 8 9 5 8 9 6 8 8 6 8 8 5 8 9
schedule2 3 4 4 3 4 4 2 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4

. totinfo 4 5 6 4 5 6 4 5 6 4 5 6 4 5 6 4 5 6 _4 5 6 4 5 6
tcas 555 4 55 5 56 5 56 5 55 5 575 5% 6456

sed 311 3 22 2 22 3 1 1 3 1 13 1.1 3 1 13 1 2

Total 20 23 25 19 24 26 18 24 27 20 23 26 20123 25 20 23 25 20 23 26 19 23 27

printtokens2 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4
schedule2 3 4 5 3 4 5 3 4 5 3.4 573 4 4 3 4 5 3 4 5 3 45

s totinfo 2 3 5 2 3 5 2 345 2 “3 5 2 3 5 2 3 5 2 3 5 2 3 5
tcas 1 6 6 1 1 2.2 4 6 1 2 2 1 3 4 1 4 4 1 5 5 2 3 5

sed 3 4.4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4

Total 1221 24 12 16 20 13 19 24 12 17 20 12 18 22 12 19 22 12 20 23 13 18 23

printtokens2 L2 3 3 2 33 2 33 2 33 2 33 2 33 2 3 3 2 3 3
schedule2 " | Y 3 4 5 3 4 5 3 4 5 3 4 5 3 4 4 3 4 5 3 4 5 3 45

stz totinfo' 2 35 2 3 5 2 3 5 2 35 2 35 2 3 5 2 3 5 2 35
tcas 3 4 5 2 2 4 0 2 9 0 0 2 1 4 5 3 5 6 3 4 7 2 2 3

sed 3 33 3 33 3 33 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3

Total 13 17 21 12 15 20 10 15 25 10 13 18 11 17 21 13 18 23 13 17 23 12 15 19

# 5 FOMs FIAFE M HOMs [ 73 MAP {8t

Byt BF FOMs 2-HOMs 3-HOMs 4-HOMs 5-HOMs 6-HOMs 7-HOMs HOMs
printtokens2 0.0022 0.0022 0.0022 0.0022 0.0022 0.0022 V00022 0.0022
schedule2 0.0024 0.0024 0.0024 0.0024 0.0024 0.0024 ~ 0.0024 0.0024

gom totinfo 0.0018 0.0018 0.0018 0.0018 0.00\18 ©0.0018" 0.0018 0.0018

2R tcas 0.0042 0.0031 0.0033 0.0038 0.0036 = 0.0038 0.0039 0.0041

sed 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001 % 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001 0.0001

Average 0.0021 0.0019 0.0020 0.0021 0.0020 0.0021 0.0021 0.0021

printtokens2 0.0015 0.0015 0.0015* 0.0015 0.0015 0.0015 0.0015 0.0015

schedule2 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010

. totinfo 0.0015 0.0015 = 0.0015 0.0015 0.0015 0.0015 0.0015 0.0015
3R tcas 0:0041 & 0.0032 0.0032 0.0041 0.0041 0.0041 0.0040 0.0040
sed 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Average 0.0016 0.0014 0.0014 0.0016 0.0016 0.0016 0.0016 0.0016

printtokens2 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007

schedule2 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010

. totinfo 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007
AR tcas 0.0014 0.0012 0.0010 0.0013 0.0010 0.0011 0.0011 0.0013
sed 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Average 0.0008 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007

printtokens2 0.0004 0.0004 0.0004 0.0004 0.0004 0.0004 0.0004 0.0004

schedule2 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007

. totinfo 0.0006 0.0006 0.0006 0.0006 0.0006 0.0006 0.0006 0.0006
SH tcas 0.0017 0.0013 0.0014 0.0008 0.0005 0.0011 0.0017 0.0016
sed 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Average 0.0007 0.0006 0.0006 0.0005 0.0004 0.0006 0.0007 0.0007
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HH T FOMs A F— kA8 S 551 A2 i HOMs A
F 2 A8 S B AR . TR AR X [R) — AN AR S 2R
AR AR, HOMs A 5K B3 AR S B R RE A,
NI 388 AR S AR A R BE RO R, A @y (B2 50,
V) A5 S A PR 5 A v, i 2 v DO ) P B A R
, HE AR AR (W 4(a), B 4(c), Bl 4(e); & 4
“BEEURAT, <5 HERTAT; R 5“3 HIRVAT, ©5 HRVAT).
{E 4015 HOMs 1 5 22 A8 St A e 0f TE 1 1 1) 28 57 A2 B
(1, IBAARLET ay, 2w, T AR AR BE
B, B RE AL RN T . (] 4(d); K 4 <2 R
AT, “4 RT3 S 2 HRTAT, <4 BNRTAT). LRE AL
ATLAfS HH HOMSs 76— @R fE_FREHE 2 AR e A IR

100 F
80
60
40

20

Percentage of faults located (%)

0 10 20 30 40 50 60
Percentage of code examined (%)

RERFE RQ2, FATE SR 2 85 B 7 I Wi A
T 3 28 HOMs 1 EXAM f{H, #8573 5l it 5 Top-N A1
MAP $845. N 1T o, AR 3 28 HOMs 7374
7~ N“Accurate”(#EHfi HOMs), “Part-accurate” (31 77 #E
fifi HOMs) fil“Inaccurate” (A #ERf HOMs). K 5 £oR
MBEFL f§/] FOMs il 3 2 HOMs 7EAN A&7 L FTA hioA
HIES A 2 ). B S(a)-F 5(c) AT LAE H Accurate
HOMs 5 FOMs A #HiIT )R B, 71 H. Accurate HOMs [
K2 AL T FOMSs. 1 7E tcas i‘ed'\g 5(d)~ Kl 5(e))
T b, Part-accurate [{6 MR B4, K625 56 /DB
PRI H 515 B HER. U 774 725 L, Tnaccurate
KRS

100 F

80

60

40 |

20

Percentage of faults located (%)

0 L 1

0O 5 10 15 20 25 30 35
Percentage of code examined (%)

(a) Printtokens2 (b) Schedule2
$ 100 F $ 100 F $ 100 F
B B B
s 80 f s 80 = 80 f
Q Q Q
i= =t i=
2 60 | Z 60 z 60 |
3 3 3
= 40 | < 40 < 40 |
=} =] - =}
% ) ) d
s 20 - s 20 - s 20 ¢t
= =) =
Q Q Q
o o o
s Op s 0, . . . . s Op
~ ~ ~
0 10 20 30 40 50 60 0 5 15 20 25 0 2 4 6 8 10 12
Percentage of code examined (%) Percentage of code examined (%) Percentage of code examined (%)
(c) Totinfo (d) Tcas (e) Sed
— FOMs Accurate Part-accurate --- Inaccurate —- HOMs

"

K& 5 FOMs 5AF2 HOMs fLAYH 25 Ll Hb it

M Top-N #8457 KF, R HOMs Lt FOMs A1 5 4t
PR R R B8 S R HEAERT 1,3,5 4. R o P i
N, FE 2 BRRRREFT b, AR SRR 5 FOMs e A1 A1
) 5 [ SR TE Top-1, Top-3 F Top-5, 1M 7E H AR =
FEF A 1, TR HOMs [ Top-N $8453% 8 K. [
AT DA BN, #43 HERfs HOMs 7F 4 BHiR Al 5 8 fe 5
b, AR S Top-5 8. 2ATAHER HOMs 3R I 2%,

M MAP $e453KE, #Effs HOMs (1R FFEL T

FOMs, #73 HERf AN HER S HOMs. % 7 Th R HOMs 5
FOMs 7 2 HiRFE/T A HHIF MAP “F354H, MfE 3,4, 5
HRFET T, 1 HOMSs AT98R LG 55 A 28748 S A4 1 e
BORAT, e MAP “F34{E 5524 0.0017, 0.0009, F1 0.0008.

25 L ATR AT LUR B, MRS HOMSs 4 15 5 {7
¥ =T FOMs. &2 1 #fs HOMs FARYERi HOMs.
TE— L5 R, 320 HER HOMSs A 58 471 & AL U, 5
Wi 175 50 T AN HERS HOMs R BLERR 2.
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*& 6  FOMs FIAN[FZE HOMSs [ Top-N {H HL#k

e 31 FOMs Accurate Part-accurate Inaccurate HOMs
R ey Top 1 3 5 1 3 5 1 3 5 1 3 5 1 3 5
printtokens2 6 8 8 6 8 8 6 7 7 6 8 8 6 8 8
schedule2 4 6 6 4 6 6 4 6 6 4 6 6 4 6 6
S totinfo 35 6 3 5 6 3 5 6 305 6 35 6
tcas 2 6 7 2 6 7 2 6 6 2 2 4 2 3 4
sed 4 5 5 4 5 5 4 4 5 4 5 5 4 5 5
Total 19 30 32 19 30 32 19 28 30 19 26 29 19 27 29
printtokens2 5 8 9 6 9 10 5 6 6 5 8 9 5 8 9
schedule2 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4
e totinfo 4 5 6 4 5 6 4 5 6 4 5 6y 4 5 6
SHHIR tcas 5 5 5 5 5 5 4 5 6 5 50 85 L4 s 6
sed 3001 1 3001 1 3 1 1 43 Yy ¥ 301 2
Total 20 23 25 21 24 26 19 21 . B3 20 © 23 25 19 23 27
printtokens2 3 4 4 5 5 5 3 4 | 4 3 4 4 3 4 4
schedule2 3 4 5 3 4 5 3% 4 5 3 4 5 3 4 5
- totinfo 2 3 5 2 3 5 g " 3 5 2 3 5 2 3 5
tcas 1 6 6 R 2 6 8 1 1 1 2 3 5
sed 3 4,04 N3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4 3 4 4
Total 12 21 24 14 23 26 13 21 26 12 16 19 13 18 23
printtokens2 2 3 3 2 3 3 2 3 3 2 3 3 2 3 3
schedule2 . 3 4 5 2 4 5 3 4 5 3 4 5 3 4 5
sesi totinfo " 2 3 5 2 3 5 2 3 5 2 3 5 2 3 5
tcas 3 4 5 4 5 7 0 6 10 0 0 o0 2 2 3
sed 303 03 33 3 2 3 3 333 33 3
Total 13 17 21 14 18 23 8 19 26 10 13 16 12 15 19

%7 FOMs FA[F2E HOMs f MAP fi b

HA B FOMs Accurate Part-accurate Inaccurate HOMs
printtokens2 0.0022 0.0022 0.0020 0.0022 \ 0.0022

schedule2 0.0024 0.0024 0.0024 0.0024 0.0024

. totinfo 0.0018 0.0018 0.0018 & | ) 0.0018 0.0018
26 tcas 0.0042 0.0042 0.0040 | = 0.0028 0.0041
sed 0.0001 0.0001 \ 00001 0.0001 0.0001

Average 0.0021 0.0021 7 0.0021 0.0019 0.0021

printtokens2 0.0015 0.0018 ! 0.0012 0.0015 0.0015

schedule2 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010

. totinfo 0.0015 =  0.0016 0.0015 0.0015 0.0015
3R tcas 10.0041 0.0041 0.0034 0.0039 0.0040
sed 4 © 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Average 0.0016 0.0017 0.0014 0.0016 0.0016

printtokens2 0.0007 0.0010 0.0006 0.0007 0.0007

schedule2 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010 0.0010

. totinfo 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007 0.0007
AR tcas 0.0014 0.0016 0.0017 0.0007 0.0013
sed 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Average 0.0008 0.0009 0.0008 0.0006 0.0007

printtokens2 0.0004 0.0004 0.0004 0.0004 0.0004

schedule2 0.0007 0.0007 0.0006 0.0007 0.0006

. totinfo 0.0006 0.0006 0.0006 0.0006 0.0006
SR tcas 0.0017 0.0022 0.0012 0.0002 0.0016
sed 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000 0.0000

Average 0.0007 0.0008 0.0006 0.0004 0.0006
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=25 HOMs H T AN [F] 1) A= AL, 3k e 28 52
RERUR B2 5. 56, HER HOMs HERZS F AR 1E 4],
I H X IE WG A AR AR S, JLT-Be % 9l BT A 1 2R
IUCI 1 FH 481 2% B T AN B 3o Wk P A1) R B, G ay fE R
H ay, (A%, BB A& TR R E A M BE R E &
e, FoE A RCR W AR (Wil 5, &6, & 7). Hix,
43 HER HOMSs [ Isf %) 4 15 15 ) R0 E A8 ) 28 5, 2%
43 R i P 497 AR I A R A9 R B L s A R
B T A 2 T P A9 % R P B A, B A s T Aot
R, LA A ) 5 A K P AT DR 20 v ) HOMEs
(19 58 L R RATAE B B (A0 S, 3R 6«5 HER71T, & 7).
B, AER HOMs H AR S IE#EA), A X HE R E A
177857, 82 FLRE 23 G 1 AE R A A9 2R A8 AN 5 5 2R
AR 88, THE B4R R IE A 1M FE AR, e LR
B Z (N S, £ 6, & 7). KA i — 224 5E 1)
HOMs, HLaviffi HOM, ﬁ%ﬁ&&%ﬁ?%i%iﬁﬁ%%fﬁ.

¥
¥

5 S5 RE T

NERFE HOMs J& 5 BEIR TH 2 45 R P2 7 8 A, AL
HEAT 7 KR SEAERIF 9. WF 90 45 SR R I, HOMs 7E
3 HERA S AR TET b, A I R AR . AR
ANEAEFALE, A TE HOMs 23k 3 2. FoA 1R Bl
fifi HOMs Lt FOMs AR 848 S AT B 4T 1) 2 4 iR
SENLRR. [H ik, HOMs 78— & 27 L RE 32T+ 2 iR
FERF EAL, FEEWOF AN 52 Wit 5 i A B A R A 5
&, LeaniERfl HOMs. £ J5 et 7 b, R Bt S8 I
Tl F Tk P SR T 2 B e SRS B A8 S Ak [
e R SR HE AR IGAIE HOMS X4 15 1 o7 f 54
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