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Chinese Speech Recognition Based on Conformer and N-gram
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Abstract: The Transformer model can learn important information in the input sequence, which shows higher accuracy
compared to the traditional automatic speech recognition (ASR) model. The Conformer model adds a convolution module
to the Transformer’s encoder, which increases the ability to obtaihrsubtle local information and further improves the
performance of the model. In this study, the Conformes model and the N-gram language model (LM) are used in
combination for Chinese speech recognition, and a good recognition effect is obtained. Experiments on the data sets of
AISHELL-1 and aidatatang_200zh show that the character error rate of the Conformer model can be reduced to 5.79%
and 5.60%, respectively, which is 5.82% and 2.71% lower than that of the Transformer model. Upon the combination
with the N-gram UM, the character error rate can be reduced to the optimal performance of 4.86% and 5.10%,
respectively, and the real-time factor (RTF) can reach 0.145 66. When the test signal-to-noise ratio is reduced to 20 dB,
the character error rate of the model drops to 8.58%, which indicates the anti-noise ability of the model.
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ZHRME THE R AR SRR, 15
B E R A AR KR FE AN BN 2 —.

7E 20 H28 50 AR, DURS256 = 5 T 46 4= 1 fi B
AR ST 1715 3 R A AR IR 7. 1968 4, FRBERL 5
Vintsyuk $2 H K F 20748 KUK ) 50925 SN 3 2 I [ A 4
(dynamic time warping, DTW) >, — & s Ay 24 15 1 35117
S ETAAR. JE AR R B A AN 2
TN G A 3X 3 Fbss AR 51N B8 R A, B B AR
P3RS AR] T B R0 R NS A5 L5EsE, FF H AT LA
X F S AR B 80 4R, 3T R R R
FAE A (hidden Markov model, HMM) (7 () 75 27 g 4
FIEEF N-gram (191 5 BRI 7E T 35 U100 ch 19 5038 A,
X B HAE = R0 I 4 AT AR R ) R 4 1a) K = A V%

Sl FHIRB R G RIE. Ja R LA & v iR A A A

(Gaussian mixed model, GMM), i3 T mith iR & 45
H-fE B R AT R A (Gaussian mixed model-hidden
Markov model, GMM-HMM)"™ {15 3% 1 I HE 42, ff 5
F HMM A8 E BB A3 47T

HEN 21 A5, REE S HORA TR R, 75 2011 4F,
TR 7T R ) Deng 45 N PAE 2R @A A7 3R
TURFEPHE N 2% - D JR ] R ABLAY (DNN-HMM) (1)1
772, Fl DNN BB JFKR 1 GMM 8L, X & —
ARAHAT B, BFE R T 5% (2 DNN-HMM
T VU A IR 1 e O A2 2 52 B B v o o ) X
%~ HMM 38 ¥ 1) 2 BB 11 2545 il 51 10 PR 2.

£ 2015 4, WNERLE B 7 73 5% (connectionist
temporal classification, CTC)!"*! 5] N\ F1J1# 3% 11 51l 453
S5, Ui B AR T ARAT . i 31 9 52 AR HEA TR I 2%

1A R — > B R PR 28 S5 ), LRI R A B R S

M IE NG T RE R 2 S DN Al 'S DESI
] B H A R 4, ﬁﬁm&ﬁTﬁ%%‘E%U%ﬁﬁ*@@
(IR, 52 FURRBRB BT TN 0 a1,

M TUAE, BF TN B B B 3 2 T U
PR X 28 A5 R “Transformer” ', ZENLBSEHPE. 114
ML b 55 4038 Jeg B 9 20 U0 A P 8. Dong 55 A
KK Transformer BT 5] N BHE & R A48k oKk, 15
Transformer A& 58 & 15 35 N BT 5", Transformer £
PRI 7 0 AR P B i B A Ak, AL 2 8 B ) 8 4 Al e
TIE PR i 70 59, 1 5 R D) 5 K B B s ke e L2
Conformer F784% 4 B FUBLH N\ £ Transformer 527
{140 G AL 24 3505 4, 325 B 184 5 R ) R 1) H 1. Transformer
B FEHER I AR h 7 8 G S AL D W SRS AV R 1Y)

PR RCR, (TS SCAR GE 5 A LR R, 4
B E R FHA R AR ROR. A0 Conformer
R B 4 2 115 5 R0 R R AE B9 52 AISHELL-1 il
aidatatang_200zh =5 Transformer 7 /E L5, Jf H 3
IniE S A RS A TR R R SR M RE DL K
SN AR 22 5, JF HLAEAS [F)RR B2 1) M 75 5t v K T
WU IR 2.

1 Conformer 57! 4514 ‘

A Ad H %) Conformer %%@%E Transformer
*ﬁ@%ﬁ%%%%ﬁﬁi%bu%%ﬂ%ﬁt ¥J % Conformer
it as . At & 1 Fras, Conformer 2fid 2% £ 4>
Conflxgrmer Hue 2 .

T

Conformer £t xN

—>

K1 Conformer 4mhit#s

1.1 Conformer 3t

Conformer 1% Y #% 0 5l /2 4 15 25 7 1) Conformer
He, HeEmanE 2 Aros, B Layer Norm L. A/l 15
E. BREMZREZNEHK. EHE. GHE
L SiEE I E LA TR 22 454, 1X Bk 22 S5 0 1 5
DA T BT 25 AR 2 0 1 R0 NI 5 B A
%E%ﬁﬁ&ﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁ%%ﬁm%%.
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1.2 ZLBEENE

1E2 3 BVER s, HasinE 3 fios, {4
T Bk 22 25 K Al Dropout Sk 5 Bl Il 25 58 I8 2 Uk 1A ) 45,
B 1E 2 Skt 2 s Ak A AP

Dropout

2 3 TE R IR

Layer Norm

3 ZRAEEIIBLR

ESSEN-war: 2t ibE s Wk I PN e o

B PRSBG5B4
YE P d, HOH NS < AL 10N K ALY 9%
BRI, Fooh 2 Q RIBEK A E R, {1V 045 R
dy . 8K )5 PR il Softmax B UK SR B BLER, 38
[BHE TS ANZ . T3 sk (1) Fros:

Z = Attention (Q,K,V) = Soﬁmax(QKT)-V (1)
Vdg
o, X QK TAHAfe 4 Rt AT 2 BL 4T, SR o fE K
FESoftmax BAER LR /NI AL.
ESSEN-WILIN P Y R NG i E SO ON @il
VTR, B e WA [ = 005 H 45 Ptk k.
X2 3) Fiw, ZRiER I ZH 2 S MER )
Skt afe DA EE O PSR A

MultiHead(Q, K,V) = Concat(head,,--- ,headn)Wo )

head; = Attention (QWl.Q,KWiK_ VW) 3)
S, W TR LA BH head; 7 i MER )
Sk % Sk B T AEHRAE R T AT TE % 4 B 4L, XA A
S B i 1 YR AR AN [R] R B N A SR AT
ZALRE 7, I BT A g RS 28 XHE I NG AT
=
1.3 EHE
Conformer 2t #4) Hp B EL I I 4 B, B
Layer Norm. Batch Norm. Pointwise % #{. Depth-
wise B GLU % 2 ReLU #0352 Ar 4l k. ik
B T RGN, B T A RS ROAEFR, B LB R R
TE A5 RS b A FH VR FE AT 4 B A AR, VR BE ] 40 5
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HHUH Pointwise &1 Depthwise & FR2H 1%, &K%
BB RERAE D A SRR, X AT DL R
ZHE ) FE WRHE I b 71 5H &, Pointwise
LR IE AN TR B A AR 0 4R m TE 5 BT 1R
fEE I Depthwise B RANE TR IAE, — MG
BBt ANEIE, BT RANEIE AT RS AR

,
ReLU i 2

GLU ¥i% 2

Pointwise 544

Layer Norm

|
K4 HBREE

GLU #us s =X (4) fhis:
h(X) = (X« W+b)®(X+V +c) 4)
Horh, WHIV R [ OB A U, blc 0 B 250, s
T L (R LA T — 2.
14 §iEE.
< BRI % (feed forward network , FFN) (45 ¥4
Kl 5 B, AN Z AR, ffF ReLU W3 bR 2odt
ITE A5 3, i ] Dropout JZRIRD A K.
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=k (5) Fow, B2 H BN T BB = 71 E
HAaRFENMREERE. HPWRRBE, bR~ R E,
xRN

FFN(x) = max (0, xW, +b1) W + by (5)

SR JETEZ T Layer Norm 20— 40 E 8 € A7, X 4w
Ll 8 P T T X 4 BEAT P8 A A 20, [ e 42 ) B N 1)
KEMhE1L, Bk s & M4 2 S50 0 S 2805
N B3R PR R 22 5t

2 EE N

R TP SCA P IR BT NSRS S i H]
S, RAEGE S R RE P A BRI — 5 1EE
BORIR] DAE TR0, a] DL T Geut . BTk
FUIN T 3 A ORIE T18 5 X B4R 118 5 5 U
WL MR T SR TVERE 5, sl R BRI )t
AT AR, SR 52 TR 0 AR 0 A, LA LR
i 1517 2 1AL A TR, X8 4T A A B LS.

G5 & I H bR R S4By,
wi—w RIS, 1 (6) Fras:

P(w) = P(wiwz - wi_1wy)
=Pwi) P(walw) - P(wilwiwz - wi1)  (6)

Horh, ZKAFMERP w1, Pwalwi) -+, P(wilwiwa - wi1)
WU R, T T X S R A B R R R
AREAA) T TR EAROR, Pt — R i 2 n MR A
A N-gram A8 15 5158 (1 )1 2575 22 08 U 15
BHERE, HURE B Z Gt 2IRE R R 2, MR X
PR I, RS EE I R A T

{H2, gl B B R R BOA 4 610 5 B, fE48

G5 A f5 o i R o SO R AT 2R
HETA A TR £ 2R T N-gram i 580 6 45 B SE % 10
YT H, iﬁﬂ@?%EEQ'*%E@HJ‘&%UH%%HUH%@
AR R, DR AR SER F N-gram 15 5 #8117,
2.1 N-gram 25128
N-gram J2& 15 & PR 51 H i i H 2015 5 8. N-gram
Fe AR AL I MARE, FEAR R R T SRR
fBis, FEIINZRIE R b, @ SO BSR Al T B 77 15
BN —/MAIE I MR A 1 T R AE W ) 4544
B 1 INFRN— Jei R, oo (7):

PWi, W, -, Wyy) = l—lp(wi) (7N
i=1

i 2 AR Z o, ool (8):

m
PO wa,ecw) = [ | pOwi I win) ®)
i=1

My 3 BFRON = oo, R (9):

p=wiwa, e wn) = [ [povilwiawi) — (9)

i=1

% Juf Y N-gram 1] PLR 7R AL (10):

pWi | Wicp—1,0+,wis1) = CC;V(::);?I’I’WV:/_I?) (10)
Horh, mF R UZRE R B AR € vy, W) TR
T Bwy, -, w E I R e M IR, — oA b
% FERUIARLG, SOEMURRT R F LD, J 5
G . T JERER M) T4 T LI RURE 1, IRTD %
ST (ER AR LAk, VSRR S, AR
550 B 12 . N-gram P00 11 1) 1E 2 LA T Fim — 17M94],
T 5E K B 8 ) SO 22
2.2 FEREMFEEREAR

I A =5 25 D s P A7 0 L e 5 18 25 81 £
HPHR, KRG R L . 45 58 A TS, Fof 4 i 17 7
wi,wa, - wr, T 0) T 1K BE, T R 2% B 7T LA ey
X (1) R N:

PPL(W) = P(wywa---wp)"T (11)

VRl 2% B 8] #X N PPL, PPLSIN, f) 1S HU B HE 2R
BTG, 2T IR, DR SR Ak 0
AL M TR R -

V7 LR (R 2 K SO A R A
SR B ARG . L 7E S5 1 () Uk op B A R, B
B2 R AR 1 L, X 2 S EEMER B 1R
V01 A, RS TR o B B BRI 9
5 LR T B R AT I B T

TR LA 3 R, AT SRR R
TP TR AT R AR 0 A, B
1 ABF S 1 1 — 148 44 o 00 T4 £ 00 3 K 312 80 W 32y
0 TG REE., fEL 30 2 R A AR 00 o AL 1 6 %
AR BEL B P 5 95 0195 2 46 725 A B2 B o B 2 i 2
PELL A, 75551 R TS RV AV 25 BB, 40 B (A e
= BN (OB 38 R B TR B 4 i
A B [ AL

3 MiEE R RS
iy )3 15 H RN R G, AN F AR G AR TR E R
LSS Tl P 2 L o SN B R 2 AN AL 55,
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T A& 220 — AN 2 0% 0 4 L1 7 A 0 I A 35 5K, JF
HLAEAE P 5 B R 175 0 R ol e AT 38 B R0 K T
1, SN B 5 B4 H SOAR P 4B,

S5kl 6 R, gl as i o UK IR E RN A
WA BIRFIE R 21, A2 R E KL AT AR 4% 0 70 0T f
LR G5 SR T AR, AR SRR AR E PP,

Ko i 5 iR R4
Al

A AR M 6 WA\ 7 B, P 7
TR, AR BB R . JLE . LEE AT Dropout
AL,

K7 FALER LR
KA 18 58 2 08 1 8 SpecAugment* Ji ik AE

log /R 751 2 1 b BEAT Bt 3 o, mT DURE R g i 4O, |

G 0] R A R R AU G 0] R, DR T8 K ) 28 T I I
Y5 S SRR R R, TR RO L2
AbER N, B ORER T AR RN, fEORE T g A
F1 2 7 i 3 RSB P 13 1) R S5 RIS 7 5

LM E N EEE, R MME s E—4
JZ A PR A TOAHE, SEBLNAT — 2 i Ze v 40 & B2
A4, Dropout X T #1248 W 4% B 3% HE — 2 IR0 1
B A 25 R 5, A ROt AR T LA R AR, — B R
FE FIRF] T IR AL RO,
3.1 umE|imLEi

Uiy 38) g AL L 5 A T ] 8 TR, 12 5 R O B 2 5
A Conformer HIZmA54S, B 12 4~ Conformer BRI B 1M
&, FERS R4 CTC i 48 14 .
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K8 i Bl i IR RS ET
B

i N B 20 T A B RN Conformer 47 i) %%,
CTC #2814 PER 2L AR, 4% 45T 28 0 th 51y
CTG i J5 AT ths BT 5175 J CTC Prefix Beam
Searéh[3 -e]

CTC M ERNT x C, o, TRIRI K
JE, CRRFFIENEL, CTC Prefix Beam Search %5k
SR N — U (K50 HE, AR5 40 H 24 R &5 b = 1 X
2, ARG R X — 2 MR R T 2R, WU R 25 A i
M AR 25 B 22 (R RT 48, FE IR LU HT SRR AN N BB o
[Fi S A [ (4 BT 286 4% 15 9, NI 2 I 24 A5 B A
3.2 GEIEERENRERE

SEAE IR S R A5, A 9 TR, Gt 2%
#B4> 1 12 A~ Conformer H4H Ak, RS #3580 A&t
CTC WEFST search FJ %) J5 i Hi Attention fifE b 7 BT
I B £e  JUT) AE 4 fs RI 4 H e, CTC
WEST search %%éﬁ*@ﬂ‘]&lbﬁiﬁgﬁ%@ﬁ\TW@%EEJ
RIF A a8 gt 7.

\

Attention

fEETT %

CTCWFST
search

Conformer

il

K9

RS TLG K ER, B T, LA G & ER1E
BAAR—KE R, Hrp T RRERRIG, L R,
G RN TE T A, DLty 21wty A5 84 11 5k (1) A ST AE N
BERE T T, W L2 A S BRI 2 B A
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JUTI A AR, 18 S8 G J& H N-gram i SR R
TNBUA FROIR S H e 28 (weighted finite-state transducer,
WEST) (&R0 WEST il & Fl kithik ik &z
[ R A5 S, BeE T 5 8 B3R 7R i T 2K,
BN RS SR A B RAE. Y E S
R Ja, 8 S AR AR Rk 1 IR I — 8, R
A B 2 R P g A T AN 2 A S SRR, e sl
THIN T 52 5 ) A

FARL, 2835043 SK F ) 2 Viterbi i, M 4R N 5K i
FRIRZES A, b i R AR i, 45 &N ERLE,
BRI 28 R BE AR 1 BT, SR JE X EL AR 1A [ —
ARSI R ERAT I BT, IR S /N A 5
RS B, BB Viterbi D B J5 —Wisk 5 13 #6142,
R AR, A3 BI(E S 34T Attention fRISEE ]
4y, Attention f#i% 28 1# F Transformer 45 14 Ff#ND 2% 55
43, S T 2 T 2 1 S 5 701,
4 SEIG
4.1 KGR

SIS T F 21 158 2 B0 eSS 4Rk, — 5k E
TACI A /R TSR A R 2 ) H i ) A S 78 i £
AISHELL-1, A% 178 h 3k H 400 M1 A8 i
FEATANA N SCAAS B AISHELL-1 H [ 5 AT B 1R
416 kHz, 16 £ WAV #3. FTFR N LR EHREE 7N
3N RS IR E. NEERSRE
340 MULIEF 1 120098 SR EAIRZ) 140 h (13878 15
TE B, ARk E 40 NMIEE I 14326 NMiE

A MR EERE 20 MRIEER 7176 NMEH. X F

NLTH, KLRAT T 360 Nifif) (KL 26 min [RITE75).
4K T B AL SO SR AR 2 5 TR
) b SO 8 5 16 RH aidatatang_200zh, TR} (L
% 200 h 7 A0, B A S0 R A, i T ok
H A E AN F O3 H X ) 600 ZiE iS5 53y, 840
AT IS HETR R KT 98%, B AR EE T iE S
Hm g A ANBE NS B TS .
42 XWEE
S BT P ML 2845 4E 2 484 Ubuntu 20.04.2LTS,
CPU 4 Intel Xeon Silver 4210, 128 GB N 4¢£, GPU N
3 Bt RTX2080 SUPER (6 GB) i, & 18 GB Z.17.
SpecAugment {1 T 2 AN e KARRHEID AN 2 A Ay
DR ) 5 0 DA 2% fift 1t 00 ) AL 7 S B 28 ) T S 5 FH

PIMZ RN A 3x3 BIER 2 BRI R 2. b
A 12 A~ Conformer 3, 3 & J1L B E A 4, 22 7]
FHE N 0.002, batch size % B N 8, epoch % & A 120,
beam size W B A 10. Attention % 2% AL 2 AN ECH
6 >, W E AU A = JeiB A B A, B N-gram 15 & 15
ij:[_l! I:P E(] N j\j 3[32,37].

S B o N SRR AE A 80 4EME /K IE U 28 4 RF A1E B
Fbank FHiE, ¥1EE B FUNE . Wi g, (5
AR, DR LR AR AR . BE R KN
20 ms, WiF 9 10 ms.

YIZRfEH] OTC loss 5 Attention loss & AL
Y, P LR FI Al G CTC 5% 5 it T HEHLIE
REINPR I 2R M SO B2, I HLn] DU I 2o 72 58 fin A=
SE , WA BB R TR 25 5.

L(x,y) = ALctc(x,y) + (1 = )LaTT(X,y) (12)

YR RGP an =l (12) FoR, x3RoR i 2
L, y X BRI, Lote(x, )28 CTC loss, Lart(x,y)
# 7R Attention loss, 1K /~F1if CTC loss il Attention
IOSS E/\J/%ﬁDZAZA:i].

A 52863 F Kaldi'*™'. Espnet (end-to-end speech
processing toolkit) T EAL™) Fi1 WeNet™” & % iR 5 T
AARFAT. Kaldi 2F AT IES RN TR, X&
TR T B A Tl F i BRI 25 TR, eff
FI WEST SRSEBURIEE, HFEMRIDE Crgs,
fE 2 EA% ] bash A Python A  —L5 T H.. Espnet
T A 7 Kaldi TR 4 AU AE S, R 4
1) PyTorch F1 Chainer, 1 ff] Python SEIL T ¥ 4 it £/
HEAL. WeNet 2 Hi 7] 17 15 1 DA A 76 K 3% 5
IR ) — s A ARG, BRI Ge ekt T
PyTorch 225, &5 M F Kaldi (HFFAKH T Kaldi
LR IRIN T A,

4.3 FTNIRE

ARSCAE B YEHE AISHELL-1 M3 4E aidatatang
200zh EiPH e 45 R, SR 45 2 (character error
rate, CER) fE AV FE bR, FHEZ BRI T4 1000 H SR
] F7 H1) AR A ] P A1 2 TR R R — B, FR AT B
o W B 1 N LA R, IX el N L S AN R
D [P)ia] B AN E, B DAARAE PR 3] 17 51w () s S $0
gy b, Bian=t (13) fis:

+D+1
CER:S

(13)
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44 LIWLER

TE4 5 AISHELL-1 il aidatatang 200zh |, A
TIE SRS T, SEIR4E Rk 1, L Conformer
LI BT 8 8 5 5 U R AR Transformer st 28 5 X
te, W LAt AEAH [ () £ s 25 13l 2% Conformer 154!
8 Transformer #5278 B A7 B ARA) 74 . £ AISHELL-1
54 I Conformer B2 E LY Transformerfbi 41 7 %
fik 5.82%, 7t aidatatang_200zh £#54E - Conformer %
B Transformer BB AT ZAK 2.71%.

R 1 AR E AR TR (%)

ESIR RS AISHELL-1 aidatatang_200zh
Transformer 11.61 8.31
Conformer 5.79 5.60

WINE SR )5, fEAHF s & E A o iR
TR G RN 2, AHEE HAE AISHELL=T H(#f5 4R
b Conformer #57F 45 48 S48 2 J5 HE Transformer
B 48 25 25 BURBOGE B A 3.23%, 75 aidatatang_
200zh #4E 4R 45618 5 AL Conformerf$i A L 25
i 5 B Transformer 1578 745 AKX 1.69%.

K2 AGIESHREHA RN TR (%)

EEHA RS AISHELL-1 aidatatang_200zh
Transformer 8.09 6.79
Conformer 4.86 5.10

22 DL SIG R B, RV INE S B S Conformer
BN Transformer #5878 P AN A [R] 1) 5 95 2 _E
RHER T 3t — DR T, 3 H Conformer R 1E N0
SRR R RSO R

TR TR AR S I 3 R 2 BT IR R e R )

AR P ) AE, 3R b 3 BT I K1 EOHE P AR L A
(), /N e 7 Ak BT ¥ BGk R il 4 45 R
% 3 PR, EK%%%%&@W Transformer 45 4 [ 512
B Z b Conformer ﬁi—ﬂﬂi 0.06102, fELE A F A2
Ji Transformer 15 8 [1) SEH % L Conformer 5 BY 1K
0.0344, 7] LAF H Transformer #8Y f 52 Z L Conformer
TR B S A U, HAESS 618 5 AL Ja R Y
PR ) S 2838 2 AR T, AR BEAE S B R A
IR BAE R 25 2.

H B ECHT BE & IR A 2 RNN-Transducer.
Conformer-Transducer™*%, LA#E AISHELL-1 ¥4 4 I
M B 25 KoL e, 545618 5 B2 Conformer f5
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