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Covert Commuhication Detection Mechanism for Software Defined Network

NI Yong-Feng, YAN Lian-Shan, CUI Yun-He, LI Sai-Fei
(School of Information Science and Technology, Southwest Jiaotong University, Chengdu 611756, China)

Abstract: In order to detect advanced persistent threat in software defined network, an efficient mechanism utilized in
SDN is proposed to detect covert communication in this study, based on analyzing the architecture of SDN and covert
communication in advanced persistent threat. When detecting covert communication, this mechanis;n ﬁrstly captures the
transmitted traffic from the underlying network. Subsequently, it extracts SSL certificates from the captured packets and
calculates several eigenvalues of the extracted SSL certificates. At last, using isolation forestalgorithm, it detects whether
these SSL certificates are abnormal taking advantages of the extracted eigenvalués. Based on the detection result of SSL
certificates, this mechanism can judge whether there is covert commﬁnication in this network. Experimental results verify
that the proposed mechanism can improve the detection accuracy and reduce false positive of covert communication. At

the same time, this mechanism has high scalability, which makes it easily implemented in other scenarios.
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VB — Tl B I 2 2244, Bk A 58 LI 2% (Software
Defined Network, SDN) ¥ 4 4% o 1) 4% 1l Th §E 5 # 4 #%
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TR BRI SCHFAT I K. AT SDN e, il 5
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METAS A BV R R P —. SDN ZE {15
P i) 2% B A 4 SRy AT LR, RO G R A R 40 A b T
AT IR, H T bR, H AT SDN SN H T %
K B,

=R EF S B (Advanced Persistent Threat,
APT) J& — M 8 X 2 Xy, e boA: e ot T B L
b AR IR ) APT Tty R 8 i TR 3@ o T iR A B
BHE, BT AR B AL G T B NS 44, R
B RIS TR R 6 B TH B TR € T APT Bkl o H T4
b, ZE T AREE H AR, BISE B APT B0 48 4 N 2%
Wk RV, IE RS T R T 19 28 5 BA DAL AR
APT Hifi. H 2010 4 Google & 52t 6Bk LK, &
WA VEBUME BRI 28 2 2 FL Tz O%E. &k
BT, A2 B 9038 8 K APT Buili 79 Bk 45
MR X FORHEME . SR HPYASE B 2011 4 Tankard
FENEGH T APT Iﬁlﬁ?ﬂ'ﬁ‘;ﬁﬁ,* Foh P an AR T
APT Yk b AR ST B0 DA K s 1 4 i 5 2 o 7
B, SEEBCRT H S ot s,
5 DL BT R A M S B AR I APT Brai™®. Li 25 A
RG-S BUR Sl T B APT #ENF B
WA KU S, VAR B 2 Al R am AR ]
S, REURFR FRlOE 15 55 F B, B B BOE
FAEZOR RS . BB 255 58 Chandra 25 AWF 5T
T APT BUh JFAa M Be Buiti & o I AL 2 TR 7 g,
S50 ) 4 5 U5 R FUAL HE B2 OpenStack il %€ 1 AR B 18
MU, B+ APT o LA m el vk, % 45 1 M 00 4t 4%
A 55255 H47 N H 1, Stefan Rass 58 AFEH T —F 3¢

THZRIEH) APT AU B, ZHLH1E 7 28T,

PP 1 258 £ R P AR APT 2™, &1 f APT Beits
ff26¥ 5%, Tbranhim Ghafir il Vaclav Prenosil 2 BTk
R 75 3%, 43 0 el B AR I L SR A A
C&C FAREE K Y % & B . i X Bk
W B SCHRE A AT S s R DL B 44 )
%% TOR Kyt

K O (5 A2 48 3245 ENL S Mo F il 1 C&C Ik
45-%% (Command and Control server) % 37 i) §E W% P 5 [
SRR EEAE, 2 APT XU 25N M Beb 20 A i1
R, Toie 2 E ] i e 1) Moy SO0 BB RS ) [l 4% i
2, DT G4 X 4 v 22 A & han il H S, 0k 3 0 0
FHESZE FHLE C&C 55 % L A L FEOE 5 5 1E.
SCER[1 T 50 R BLE W APT B i BR i 15 32k H
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SSL/TLS #pi, eSS s il 3 HoR H uE -+ 1)
77 A% 7 v 5 R 5% A A0 F B0 %540 DR 2R e
TN ) 284 H A7 A 1) 2% R R A e T A S e Lo ek,
WG APT Bl s k. Fu AR 7 — M X
SSL i = ML, ZALHI R AR SCKE . RO R[]
b LA Bt 2 TV R AEAE, R C4.5 WL 2% 21 5%
%F SSL it k47 732", Tbranhim Ghafir %5 A\ R JF
JE 2R Intelligence Framework! & ! 7 —Fh SSL iEH
A IUHLAE, ¥ 2o N ELICF AR TR A 15 8 4 HLF
LA R AL R, 249 SSL e IR B HH: o
5w UEFh {5 5, LT MR 55 2% 0E 5 R 75 7E A 4 7R
A4 FEORIE A S AZ frh SSL R SCA AT E Y. i
T3S TF SR K o () B 44 B [ A 5 R B B B P 44
HfE . Cao S ANIEH T — MBI 7%, T
Jefarill SSL/TLS Nk 55 4% 115 2, AR5 SR Gk 15 Eox
EBAE B BTV, SRR ERE PR 2 a2y,

I 5E SDN K PT APT Bk I AE f1, A S xt
APT Jh () G Bl 20 PR-BR ol 5 30T 1 0 A Sk 7, 2%
Tk, ARSCEEH T — P U R a3 A AL L
HilF ] SDN R E FE AL SSL/TLS i &, JEM
FERGIE A5 R, 25 T HRE % R AL UE PR AE R A,
TN R R 0 A\ IE T T A FEAI B ER DA W 2 5
FEAE RSO S . SEI0 70 Bt L2 45 R AR WA ST K i e
B 7 6 T LA X 4 FE 5 AR AE 15, S £
Wit SDN 2 H it et

11T SDN D045 [ B A 12 Rl Lo 25 55
1.1 SDN ZE#3

5 SDN 3% K FH OpenFlow M4 Ay RS Al #2 M
18, OpenFlow P HLE, 458 B 28 2114 1 i
S, BRI R A S AR IR T TS 9 O AR R
MATCH . t& 1 fizx, MATCH #8545 W 2% 2 i)
W A8 52 DL K s a2 B 1 1 A5 DT AT 0. A2 46
ML — HL$8 3 B8 VT AC &5 405 i SC R R, B AR 48 K
ACTION 35 H 1) 3 ¥R SC 8% & 25, i % ACTION
ok g3 11 AT DA AR SC R — RS L5 24 i 2 B LB
BRI O, AR AT A A5 2 AR e ML B I v T
B AZ ML AE 05 40 S0 R 2 T — Bk s e WL B R 55 3%,
WAEHSIG IR SR R B 1 2% B S B HLA AE 3R B UL AL
WSCHITEE, MK AR S R 2 f il 88, hfs il 48115
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R SCHE W 45 v (e R AR, I T R B AR SCREVLC R
RELZHM.

£ SDN Z&Ha i, 2 & FAT 2 R 30 bl DL P,
SR 0 e 32 1 R R A AR R KU A DR
KBRS R e, /N N B8R/ I BE B A e, KR
&K RERS A2 Ot 2R Kot Mty B /0 [0 B e e 2

TERCOR I EERS. SR T SDN 2244 1 AT U i EAs i 42
22 Ab, 3 fE % I L 8 AR AL b TR ATURORY 5
R AR L, T AE AR GE I 24 v SR ERURE 52 3L IAL B
W AT R R 22 IR, R AR A 3k AT
£ 5 SDN ZEH B AT BRI AL 3. A SCIE 2 A
SDN [R13X — PR H I T 75 ZE (4R 5L

Header fields Counters Actions
Ingress Ether src | Ether dst | Ether type | VLAN id VLA.N IP src IP dst IP proto Ip TOS TCP/UDP | TCP/UDP
Port priority bits src port [ dst port

1 OpenFlow1.0 WL FIE5H4

1.2 SSL i@ ERIZ

BRI A AT APT Z0ok HORE AL, AT K7 7L
HILRE APT B, B0k I APT J5cat o K el
{5 R I 0 S 7 T AR R

2009 443 BRI B0 1T 3 2 i U 19 APT B
o, ZEME R R B B T SSL A (S A 2 4
IR 45 S8 HEAT-Fah]. FESEINT A Ko ik TR (OIS BT 2, B
P T AR A A 5 B B AR 2 R B
GHELSC LS VR £ APT Toahi KOs 7 5 e 0
e, Tk 5 B 112 44 T F e S R, e b AT,
YRy APT et h Xiehs 0 P T RGBS, 36 Bl A
SRR 24 % 4t 4% O W58 3 KT SSL B s
5 SSL BIMIL, 3 12 007 £ KR 2 375 o i S0
DL % e i 4, K B {5 B 7E BCFAE S (Server

Certificate) 1. BUFHE 156 & Bk B34 CROMS

WIS E S, YL C&C I 55 s A LSO R/F R
B, Boki % N BT s R 5 4 R R Ak
UEFS. PRI e A I 15 A S B Bk I H e 2 A
F AR, 9 BEAS I H 1) 26 77 1) BRikod 15, AT
By L 9 23 52— 20 i i

R 3R R i 38 A A A B AR VAR, 7 BN L
SSL @5 AR AT 7C. SSL JE1E 2 ik % 2 b
(10 50 B RS, T R AR P L R R R
DNS &K, JKI C&C ]k 55 2% 1P b, 21 & 57
TCP iEH:, ¥ N SSL 1B FWr B, 24 W% 4 K ik
ClientHello 2 3¢, C&C JIx %5 #5#UK ClientHello 302
Ja, P& WA B F U ServerHello VH B, H A E

UEP L7 C&C RS54 19 B 1 S8 LU R SLA8 I By 3,
SRR S 9 5 1 B I BRI C&C RS 4.
BRI 95 C&C RS 4R Py — Bty b o
kS A 53, 1R W B R. SSL 4R TR BLLs R
ZJ5, PRSI C&C RS B3l N TE % AR,

L TR, SR SSL I i R M A5 78 S A
F 5 T I B 2 M PR A B, R e T i 2
135 D AIE 534 L 61 T £ LMD AT 1) 4 i2R0E 45, R I
90 4% P PR £330 £ A A7 ZE AR 5. DAL 25 R O L
I 24 o B A E 1S, ARG 1 I et 477 1 B o
5. A SCHR HA TR THT 1) SDN 19046 (1) BEi £ K S L i) 1F
LKL Zich SSL B KO 12 25

2 ] SDN 90124 1) Bt 388 125 A6 M Lo
2.1 TH[= SDN KBS RIBEHLE] (SD-CCD)

WK 2 foR, A SCREA M ASEHAUR N A RS
aw, Hh CH ARZEMm G4, AT N C&C 55 4%
(Command and Control server), DS A [ i i {5 46 0 Ak
% 2%, Controller & SDN il 25. #24EF SDN 2244, 22
WL S={S,, S5, S5, #5351 2% Controller ZEH%.

A 55 A% CH XUt 3 g w2 TR 3RS
BLBR ) H AR 48 A )RS5 #, b5 C&C k55 4% AL s
FEIF 4L HR A 20 B AR 265 AL 3 41 BOMSLAR DA 5 X ) 24
H TR C&C RSS2 AT Rk #4525 2%, B
I C&C k% A5 21 R4 CH HEAT Faikoa
5, ¥ CH £ H bR M 25 (194730, JF HA421 CH %7 L
BT
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OpenFlow
AL

K2 SDN F‘—-"Eﬁ’iﬁff‘uﬂ o)

wE 2 s, ZIKITEHjE’JEﬁ SDN ] SR EREY o
M HLH] (Software- Dafmed Convert Communication
Detection mechamsm SD-CCD) Iz AT 7E b a5 ks
MRS 25 DS b (14 3 o A3 A AR R J 18 47 72 45 1) 48
PR R R AR AR R S A AR A . b, B
ER RS 28 DS g 47 B {5t il AR B, 1245ty
FEUEF PRI FRAEE v 5 DA S B i A5 Rl vk H
T N H SSL i B AT A EE, FIWT SSL i s
RARERS NGRS . A O AEERR GRS, B RO AE Rl ik
5 i ROR AR FAF B 42 HIEE Controller, SR )5 HH A HI 45
HEAT AL,

TBATEE G A% b AR IAT 2 R S AR 410 i 455 ke

FU5T SSL it Bk SR A Ko A VAR e I A 1 95 D5 0

. i E R EREBF H OpenFlow EP E’]ﬂm%‘c'}% SSL i
B RBOBE R DS, #ﬂﬂ?ﬁfﬂﬁ *Eﬁwxhﬂli
25 4% O 7 WV O 4 b L AE 90 45 o B 47 A9 o a2
Controller 137 R HEHUIET: SDN PRI OpenFlow
AT W 2% ) SSLOR SCHEAT R . BARIAT
OpenFlow ¥ HIE A &% SSL iR A I AC I, {H
#& SSL ¥l &3¢ T TCP #hisH Hoad o ff 443 i M,
PRI AR SO A8 A TCP P80 H B 93 11 5 Y i 133
9 443 B SCHN SSL R SC. 45— SSL i ST AL
bl AR 2 i 2%, 2 2% T 5 SE B R R AR 0F R R I
KB, fELR MATCH 38+ ¥ iz 1 = 3 TCP H
P53 RN B s 35 443 FOUCECIR, [F] 7 B 2
(1) ACTION 35 A 78 102 7 22 e e 15 6z 00 Il 25 4 BT 72
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3 11, DAL nT HUE BT 75 1 SSL # 3¢,

TEEAT APT M i, B # 3K EL CH U 5, 75
5 AT @57 SSL {5, HItR CH BT #k i 22 e Hl
Sy HEAE K SSL R X HIm R, KA REH R CH K
HH # ClientHello i 3C. #R 4 OpenFlow X, S5 ¥
ClientHello 3 ¥4 & & ¥l 4% Controller, 2l 25 115
tH CH 2| AT K% HHEE AR FF IR N RILR 2 %1% 1Y
SEHHL, (AT T 2 4 R 25 A CHL 3 Be i id 15 Al
MRS58 DS B EF TR R, et
ST ZE AR B0 1E 3 S8R 15 K SSL B B\ R
BETRAGE, -

BARKEAE A IR 2% 28 DS XS K SSL i AT

TR ) SSL O TR 55 8 T A OE- 1S, SAJ A

5T iForest (1 B3 iz I8 45 A I 502 A U i 5 =2 15
L AR S5 BORIE T R, RIR IR 21T SSL R A3k
RS OEAT, T RS OE {E Rl k 55 #8 DS SRR %
SSL & 7 B4 Fh 4 SDN =1l #% Controller. %
1] 25 WA ) I A T A5 o U R 5% AR R B AR S, S 00
I 28 o 54 FH ARV IR 1K) SSL IR S5 28 FR I % P
AT WIVR, JF R KRR S5 EHEER A B L,
BH ZE 16 AR IR ) SSL AR ST, ATT I 41 v K e
AE R H .
2.2 ETF iForest IR HUBEHME L (iIFCCD)

BT iForest FIRRHGE Rl % (iIFCCD) %f SSL
ST A E R AR 55 48 GIE 53R AT ARG W LA W I 8% e 1
FEAE BRI AT . RS DUKS FBE 52 R A0 A R A1 1IE 5 1) 74 1
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525, R] AP A P P 6 308 A5 e ) B892 22 i 5 S B e
g AER AL T4 1k AR AE(H.

FEA G A SCAR B BAE AR AE 1 < AT, SIAPIANE
AU 43 5 B LI FH 44 55 4 (the most Frequently
Appeared CommonName Set, FAS) Fllf% i LB 44 1438
F %44 (the most Frequently Appeared Anonymous
CommonName Set, FAAS). 27 FAS 2R E S 1115 3]
(A A F (B 2 42 &, FAAS A R 7 VA1 3,
HHAT R EEPIATTER, 7374 localhost H localdomain.

Tt 2 o) A e OE A5 S A IE 5 I, DA ORAIE R
P, TR B AR, IF oy 1t B 515 S %k,
W SAIE A5 A5 FH 25 R A A 2 1) 00 8 /b e T R AR A
A5 PO 53 7 1P 77 L D) 2% 22 4 U o A I, T8k 2 A

AU A5 I 38 % 2 1 52 BT ROAIE H5 A A0 T [l i gl

25 ST B WK IR 35042 1 i T 45, i —
AR R RARME. A S0t FAS 2240 FAAS 454t 2 4t
St 45 10 390 4 T 82 S 01, 2545 1 44 76 FAS o 330
FUR TR 2 v LIS 4, B33 LT 45 RE e . 25T
PR HIUTE FAAS R T B 4 e s, B3
AT 10 % 4 PEARARG

FET R, ASCRA T 8 AN A R A
P, Wi 1 FR, 4508 (1) BENEELIET; 2) iF
o 2 2 M (3) VE PR 55 fTHG (4)
UE 7 TS I (5) S0 4 2 T 1E FAS s
(6) 3Bl 4 2 754E FAAS H; (7) (2B 4 R 75 %
AR (EN=xxx.com); (8) TFBIH LR, ik
JNANRR A 1 2 BHE 5 5P SRR S 15, B % % G iE
P ikt

\ 51 FCCD SRELUME P

"

EgiE ¢ FHIETE R i)

B 244/ B I 1 K BT B 4 SUE RN ] 5L
R I A 30 0.1+ T % WBHIA, P4, B4, X 4; B50E8 0.1
TEFAIUR # B I I0 0.1* 1% WA, B4, ER 4, X 4 SI50ER 0.1

UEF A E AR SRR 1 1 UEPEEAE AT AR, FIBEEAR

A& TE FAS th 1 TAT IR, VT 5EREAIC
B4 7E FAAS 1 B 44 150, T REFE

il P 3 P08 44 75 kA A% X 1 FEE X, WBEREAI
A I 8] FEh B RONH, AT HERE R

iIFCCD &K F AL AR AR BV (isolation Forest
algorithm, iForest), iForest & — 3% T e oM i 7 46
DL, FoIE T H00E = SRR A ()R 8 ) W 4 2

R, BAT B A IR B AR T M4 K,

iForest 0145 [R5, 15 B AR 0 -5 715
ASCR )\ 5 MRS B0 2400 TForest
RS AR RO
w
Si=5-3 (M
Sob, E(h(x)) SPRHAEA x 7B 0 TEIREE, C 024
PRBREH BT SIVR L, B4 TR RO,

2(n—1))
n

c(n)y=2H(n—- 1)—( 2)

H(i) = In(i) + 0.577 215 6649 3)

W 308 15 Ao M0 3 Bl AN, AT B S i B o
oy BN ZR B8, I 2R EidfE 25 D M HIE S P B2 EC) A

B

SRR, 9IS A b it PR3k R £ 9125
A B — R SR 1T L 2L, VIR0 B
PR G AL, SRR R K R, 3
B KRR R S AL BB, IFARYE AT AR S 5
HY 4 T BRI B threshold,. 8 ASRSLAR bR 23 2 883
T BRI R, S AR R e 2 R, B
O {2 6 0 TE SR I B

ik iFCCD

Input: SSL i &
Output: THEE PG 45 5

1. Begin

Get Hello packet in SSL

Extract SSL certificate

Calculate features of SSL certificate

if this certificate is Self-signed certificate then
append ‘1’ to eigenvalue matrix

else
append ‘0’ to eigenvalue matrix

end if

e T A A ol o
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10.  Append the length of subject to eigenvalue matrix
11.  Append the length of Issuer to eigenvalue matrix
12. if the root in certificate is trusty then

13. append ‘1’ to eigenvalue matrix

14. else

15. append ‘0’ to eigenvalue matrix

16. end if

17.  if domain name in FAS then

18. append ‘1’ to eigenvalue matrix

19. else

20. append ‘0’ to eigenvalue matrix

21. endif

22. if domain name in FAAS then

23. append ‘1’ to eigenvalue matrix

24. else

25. append ‘0’ to eigenvalue matrix

26. end if

27. if subject’s domain name is belong to normal format
28. then

29. append ‘1’ to eigenvalue matrix 3 !
30. else 3

31. append ‘0’ to eigenvalue matrix

32. endif

33. Append valid time of certificate to eigenvalue matrix
34. Send matrix to iForest

35.  if the result of detection is true then

36. send result to controller

37. else

38. goto end

39. endif

40. End

HEAT ARSI, I 308 A e 0 532 12 WSO PO E 5
AEARLRELRY, SR T FH I 4 5 B FR) B9 A 0 1) B E TIE 45
RPAEAELAE 75 DR 5 5 2R A 0 P RPALE B P A A I, %

RAEAE 73 3R N RL I 23 26 4% . R & H K7 Kads i, B

A e SRS [ 45 R 7 A e R, A A B
HIHEAE (L6 AR PO VAL . B0 o, 45
RPN (B /N T 12 25 R A1, U260 24 B H0R A
S '

£ iFCCD 1, 85 TH 5040 2 B I VR I E, 25 1% 0P
AR /N T B0 A8 U040 2 AP 6 B S5, B 24 T
EF AR T, A E N IEHAE S, AR (@) fis:

i=1 i=1
Z S; < Z threshold; 4)
8 8

2k LT, NUERRRAEUE PRHE, iIFCCD &k K A
J\ANEFAEAE R AEVE S B, R I8 FR A A =
TSI G, B AEVRAE T RS RS 2. 7E IR B,

148 4 AR H % Software TechniquesAlgorithm

iForest Il 2R 241 9 TE #IE 15 R RFAEAE . 2SI B
B, iFCCD I LI 2R iForest #5784 73 7l % 8 /M
MEREAT I, Ha 436 H e RALIE A3 E B 1)\ e 4l E
R 15 5, DAL 340 5 Do 5% v e 15 A7 AE R OE A5

3 SEEGEGUE ST
3.1 LWIME

AR B IESEA =4~ 1T0C2009"°, Contagio
Malware Dump (CMD)!'”! LA K A b HTCHR A I
HTTPS i3, YIZE4HE 1 100 ASET, Hordt 50 4~
ITOC $4ii 45 £ f TEHALE 33, 50 /A CMD B 4 g
TE 39 B R B 271 MEF, HR A 74 4
CMDBHR 2 IE 3 HOE T3, 26 AN AR 9 1E #4E T
PAJ 171 A CMD EdE & i ARvRE 5. B Se e )i 25
HHm 45 A UE B PVRFEAE, 285 I SRE PR AR A
NI RIS R VL. 7RI 2k iForest B E R AL,
M 100 ZH I G A ik Bl M 75 2H 2, Mk
100 PR

AR SCHRL L] AR B2 21 0 E 5 mI A5 FE v R Bk
CCHERT 1B H AR CCD 32 15 A5t Esst, H
R B RN 0 IS RORAE P AR T8, THE AR K
T 0 /NT 0.85 IR UE BRI AT 5BE, KT 0.85 WA NIE
PIEHE . A 2 E TAERRE 2k (Receiver
Operating Characteristic curve, ROC i 2k) 1 &=
iFCCD 5 CCD B8 it RS 1%

32 ZRER |

VAR S R B R 0 S8 S AR
4 M 11 2R 0 1 %5 iForest AR, Far il N 45 B 4
BRI BRI H R, $A% H A IR B REE, A5
KR PR A AR E NI ZRGF 1Y) iForest LAY v, 71 1T
& iFCCD 5 CCD WM B iE RS FE i, d8 I 3 25 1 %
iForest [ {E 75 ¥ ROC HiZk & 3 fioR.

3, REALBR NIRRT R, AL BR ARG B, S
SR N A SCHR K IFCCD B8 2 RS I 45 51, /i
X L CCD Bkl g5 5. M F ] BUE 2,
iFCCD LRI AT 16% Al LLEE] 100% 6]
W& R, T CCD FEEIAF] 100% FIRIRE B Rk %
T IE B 24%. 2 ARASCHE H I 5k I B8 A 4 wmniE
PR INRE FEE 1 AT e % BRI R A 2. [ 3 o, PRP LY
1) ROC Hh e 3575 1R A% 3208 Bl — g B i PR B, R
IR IR G iR DR B A R A RV UE D B R A B A
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