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Dual-attention Retinex Theory-based Transformer for Low-light Image Enhancement

LI Jia, WANG Ting, YANG Wen-Jie, WANG Hong-Yang
(School of Computer Science, Chengdu University of Information Technology, Chengdu 610225, China)

Abstract: In the research on low-light image enhancement, although existing technologies make progress in improving
image brightness, the issues of insufficient detail restoration and color distortion still persist. To tackle these problems,
this study introduces a dual-attention Retinex-based Transformer network—DARFormer. The network consists of an
illumination estimation network and corruption restoration network, which aims-to enhance the brightness of low light
images while preserving more details and preventing color distortion. Illumination estimation network uses an image prior
to estimate the brightness mapping, which is used to'enhance the brightness of low-light images. The corruption
restoration network optimizes the quality of the brightness-enhanced image, employing a Transformer architecture with
spatial attention and channel attention. Experiments carried out on public datasets LOL _v1, LOL v2, and SID show that
compared with the prevalentienhancement methods, DARFormer achieves better enhancement results in quantitative and
qualitative indicators. ‘
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P IE AT A
2.3.3 X EJFE /7 Transformer P 4%
MEFEEEHIE 3() ix. HERESHE
SkyE R IAEE R ST R AR IR B,
A FE—A LN (layer normalization) Efl—~ FFN (feed-
forward network) JZ. H Add KRR ZEER, HT0;
1B R M. LN T X004 — J2 B 0E k47 0 — 4k,
FFN ERERI RN R, & — RIIEREM GELU
WOE R BORSZPLRY . W E V& Transformer #0524 =
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i H AR SN A

Fonin=t (140 (17) fior:
Sblock (X, Qs: KS’ Vs) = As (QS’KA" Vx X Flu) +X (14)
T = FFN1(Splock) = FFN (LN (Spiock)) + Svlock  (15)
Cblock (T’ QC’KL‘9VL‘) =Ac(Qc’Kc’Vc)+T (16)
Y = FFN2(Cpiock) = FFN (LN (Cplock)) + Ciock ~ (17)
Hordr, A FIA o A R el FR § 10 2 SkiE B 7 i iE
TEE 1. Sblock 1 Colock 73 AR R BIE F I 2 KkFE
FIBAEIEE B Qg Ko V2 IR S NFFIE X
WO A . BEAVERE. Qo Ko Ve Bl R oR G
NFHIE T & . BAVE 2. FENT fil FFN2
SRR eI e S R 2 SkiE = B TE v = R
W%, FEN F$E A X F R a0t (18) Fion:
FFN (X) = Conv(GELU (DW_Conv(GELU(CO]_w X))
i (18)
Hrf, Conv Rl x1 G, GELU 812 GELU ¥
TR, DWW Conv F8 11— AR E T 43 55 0.
2.4 HKEH
AR 4557 25 (mean absolute error, MAE)
YE NI K PR EL. MAE 52 XONTRIE 5 B 2 [0 Z 1)
HHE Y, FeeeRia =t (19) frs:

IO,
MAE = ;Zlm—ylw (19)
=

Horp, yi Ron HSR RIS § MEERAE, 09 R o
SR i MEERE, 0 NEBEREL BN T RE
R A G G EMR A KR 0 A A HE T
SEIE, fE ] MAE REf5 A6 5 45 R A o B s AR e .

3 S
3.1 HiEE g !
AT AL AP EAR £ LOL v1PY, LoL v2t7
A SIDU™ _EJEAT Pk BE VPG . I e Hi 3 B2 #0 2 ikt 1%
5. LOL #udi 42 H T R 3 5 1Y) RGB i £
£, 4 LOL_v1 A1 LOL_v2 PiMiA. Hd LOL vl %¢
B, BEEN. EIEZDIE, 458 XHEGH T
2k, 15 X EUEH TR, LOL v2 /&% LOL vl %58,
LOL v2 435 LOL_v2 real f1 LOL_v2_synthetic P
F4E. LOL_v2_real T4 181 203 1SO FIE S i []
HEERAF B, 589 X EMEH T2k, 100 X H T3
LOL_v2_synthetic 4 25T RAW EUZRE RAS 2 1.

¥

900 X FE% A 1%k, 100 X F93K. SID %l 45 2
T RAW A EHR, B 58 LMRENDTE. &K
SRR AN R T8, ZBIEEO T ENNE
NN 5, oA ZE P B OR TE R I S R Fa 8,
% A EMGOE H R AR R AT BE F OGS IR B SR T AR,
ACAE A SID HAE R AR IR BN RAW 46
4 RGB #% 3. 2099 Xf G H Tl 25, 598 s Tl
3.2 4AT51AR

AICHr#E DARFormer J7 ikl ffl\PyTorch (CUDA
11.3, Python 3.8, PyTorch 1.11) A% B3 iy 77 5 S 3,
FF A5 14 52 6 45 2 Linux &S0 R BEAT I 2RI 1,
{1 7 RTX 40909 2 . 523+ A& 04 patch
size [ K/ B 128128, batch_size LB 3 8, 1 i
AdamUE MRS, BB S RIS N 0.9, RMSprop
SR8 0.999. 8 A& 5% K 7 VR BN 7 W B ) .
IG5 S 2310, Bl 5 AB BRARE] 13107, s256
) B A d5 /N 18 5 58 TR B sz PG 2 1) R - 24 26 %
R
3.3 M
3.3.1 EEIHNY

S H B 1 BHR iR VR $E A A B (S M bl
(peak signal to noise ratio, PSNR)™. 444 4H L
(structural similarity index, SSIM)“'1, 2% >] 8¢ (&I {5 e
FHALEE (learned perceptual image 1\)'»atch similarity,
LPIPS)“* A1 J5 1% % (roet mean square error,
RMSE). SSIM{ Al PSNRJE (€115 1 35 o J 5 FH 0 954+
1%, PSNR A G5 W L 10 7732, S04 o P AR A
PO (R 2 18] 0 (1 £ 14 H, PSNR {17887 27 S
I 52 B v, 441 DR B R 0 SE o, PG B . SSIML 43
AR RFEREE . 454 3 A5 T B R P AR AL .
SSIM 1H kK, 7 B G AL, BIE A& AN IR
R, LPIPS &2k TR B2 2 ) J7 ik 1), W] LLSE 4 M 2
NG Z Gont BG T & 1B, LPIPS fH kKR =
KI5 R L. RMSE i 11 5 9 5k B 5 2 a5 3= 1 2
EEFT7, SR IE RIMEH T, & FhaEE B iR 2
J5 & 7%, RMSE {H B/, 27 B AR L.

% 1 J&/R T A7 DARFormer 5 Al 7 Fijy
TETE 4 DN B e mah B Hodrep R 8 s
Uf, | RN ELE . I AR E. 1
B E s #1240 S SCER A A A FFARE AT VI 25N
MHAZRAT.
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F 1 KIFHPAE 4 AN EIESE LY PSNR. SSIM. RMSE. LPIPS 45 %
LOL vl LOL v2 real LOL _v2 synthetic SID

Jrik PSNR PSNR PSNR PSNR
SSIMt RMSE| LPIPS| SSIMt RMSE| LPIPS| SSIMt RMSE| LPIPS| SSIMt RMSE| LPIPS|

(dB)? dB)? (dB)t (dB)?
LIME™ 1402 057 1004 037 17.14 057 1021 034 1763 078 995 02 124 0.7 1008 093
Zero-Dee™  14.86 0.57 1022 034 18.06 059 1002 031 1776 07 1003 0.7 13.07 0.8 10.07 0.9
EnlightenGAN™ 1746 064 1008 032 1605 061 1008 042 1657 073 1008 036 1633 032 1017 0.56
R2RNet® 1814 061 1001 029 179 065 1019 029 1605 055 1021 035 1471 039 1051 0.54
SNR-Net'? 2461 082 854 0.16 2148 081 969 016 2414 093 874 0.06 2256 061 924 0.44
LLformer™ 2365 079 878 0.7 2143 081 958 0.14 17.16 0.69 996 024 1648 032 998 0.71
Retinexformer™ 2321 0.81 922 015 2125 082 973 0.16 2509 092 863 006 2414 072 845 034
DARFormer 24.13 0.82 878 0.4 21.81 084 960 014 2578 093 846 0.06 24.58“ 74 830 033

M 1 AT LLFE 3], DARFormer £ SSIM #8475 4>
THI R At 7 v, X — S5 SR B T HAE B Xt
bl P R 4 W 45 S5 77 THI 9 SRR B SRS, 7 PSNR R o5
I, DARFormer [FIFE I H (ol 2 0, 14 T ZELOL vl
B4 5 L HEAK T SNR-Net J77% 0.48 <3B b, B A
fia4E 1 1Y) PSNR EI LT SNR-Net, 7} 54271 0.33 dB-
1.64 dB 71 2.00 dB, PSNR i1 {1177} il 5 18 2 e P 15
7 BT FEE £ 384 n R 20 5T OR BE R 0 (3 . 4k, DAR-
Former 7E LPIPS #h5 I UG T i s 4y, iIX 1B DAR
Former A& % A2 BCHE A7 & N AL 2 G2 ki 1k 1
1%. RMSE 1E N 814 FK 2 7 #5845, DARFormer
7E LOL_v2_synthetic M1 SID ¥4 4 FH(S T S A0AH,
M7 LOL vl 1 LOL v2 real 44 FAIHIEE 2, iX I
E T VEAE BUR R B J7 T AR .

AICEHT T DARFormer 5 HiAth 3 it Transformer
BRI R A, AR S HE . TS E I (FLOPs)

LLformer

Bl4  KJ7EAE LOL_v] #E 4 B xT L

SNR-Net

I W g Ix e &, ] LUK LIME. Zero-DCE
A1 EnlightenGAN X 3 75 V5 75 2 75 41l K1 Oy 52 42 ol
T HAFTEHBA R, AR 5m S R A i, 75405

34 HifeL5ik Special Issue

Zero-Dce

Retinexformer

FHE R 5], {3 NVIDIA A4000 5 F 347525, #2561
FELF 3 4 B A AN ). 5 58 % 2 . W1
ﬂﬁ,ﬁARFormer JTEAE TS G IR A #E_E A BT n,
Ba5 & BEFE AT fE kS, W DR FFRIRS
HOE AT SRR, SR A v o7 5 0 B R s AR,

& 2 % Transformer J7 k1 & 4 & o3 Mt L
Sk ZHE  FLOPs HHFERFIA b ¥k
(M) (G) (s) KN K/
SNR-Net'" 4.01 57.63 0.16 8 128x128
LLformer™ 2452  44.07 0.51 8 128x128
Retinexformer™ 161 34.04 0.19 8 128x128
DARFormer 1.93 55.11 0.23 8 128x128

332 EMEVHNY

4-F 7 33N T % J7EAE LOL_vl. LOL_v2_
real. LOL_v2_synthetic il SID 42 # I 100 5 % L.
ST A HE R ) DX Ja R 0 5 g O FE T 7 R A0 7 I
5 A 8 41 i 0 54

EnlightenGAN

I R2RNet
I o | L
— ——
Ours GT

bR NAT ) B SEEERNE . R2RNet BLARLE T M
75 A P B, AHAE B HE R PR AN XS BERE B RA R
WAE.
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Zero-Dce EnlightenGAN R2RNet

SNR-Net LLformer Retinexformer Ours
5 #JTHEAE LOL v2_real Sl LTI o
% - .

N

&

Zero-Dce EnlightenGAN R2RNet

SNR-Net LLformer Retinexformer Ours

L 3
6 % 7J71E1E LOL_v2_syhthetic %ﬁﬁ%iﬂ@?@ﬁ\ﬁ [:EE,
A P S

Zero-Dce EnlightenGAN R2RNet

SNR-Net LLformer Retinexformer Ours
B 7 & 5EAE SID HdE 4 b p v x Lt

J&%& SNR-Net. LLFormer 1 Retinexformer 1£ 6 FI&, (EAE AL PR 2 S0 BEAIRR B DX 3t A7 T I k. R
HRAE T 7 TS T — 5 B, FEACRE 7 AR 4 N = I RE, E 4 R T % 7757E LOL vl #dEE F e
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XfEE. AR SNR-Net S T i 7 PSNR, {H 3 2 it
TR I FE I S 2 T 40T FOBORIR & 2%, AR
T S SR AL BN I L. LLFormer 73 58
Pl r b 8 R A X I, B s AE SRR 5l N T B
[ 22 0 5. Retinexformer B ARTELH T IR B 7 H R B
R U, {HFE 52 55 38 58 5 T 20 A8 40 A< SC 1) DARFormer
J71%. DARFormer MY A5 A Rk ZEHE, & Rt A 2%
HOR B R AT 5 .

K 5 R T % J7H0E LOL_v2_real 4 ERIAL
55 %} . SNR-Net 1 Retinexformer & 5 2K 5 15 & #
(R T B2 EAEAE B AS 2. T LLFormer JUJ K] 75 50K
in) @, BRSO 2. ML 2 T, DARFormer
A3 7 MRS IO OREFE T MR T B A

K 6 fE7R T %% J7(E LOL_v2 synthetic #ifidE L
(AR5 % B, LLFormer 1 58 45 S8 H 21 BHSR B €4 5%
S SR, B i 0 % A €5, Retinex-

former Fil SNR-Net JU 76 2% B ¢ 52 RIS 4 0 5L 147 T
B 52 fHEL, DARFormer #4am4h B BAG 56 ¥ 51 i) 6 IR
IS 3 HL S B i s

] 7 JE R T % J77E SID BURAE b i858 % .
Retinexformer 7E B8 —F M FAATE 0] A, K38 (0 5
S8 9549 (v ) €575 5 6 B . SNIR-Net 41457 22 5 i
AR SR A T, 7E B AR SC A Rt A 2. LLFormer
16 425 SR PR AR 7 K, LI £ X 1 At
24, 43t 2, DARFormer T;ﬁﬁ&kﬁﬂ%ﬂ TR
WA T MR 40 R s . i B VA
DARFormer 7E4I (R0, 05 1 5 08 (A 25 2 A
JTTLEA kb
3.4 SERASII

%3 BR TAE 4 NHCREE b0 b s % 1 2 e
. e SR (B T, | N ERAT .
(5 AR AR A

g ! K3 A 4D BEEE LIRS E B AR
LOL_vl LOL_v2_real LOL_v2_synthetic SID

Jrik: PSNR PSNR PSNR PSNR
SSIM? RMSE| LPIPS| SSIM? RMSE| LPIPS| SSIM? RMSE| LPIPS| SSIM? RMSE| LPIPS|
(dB)1 (dB)1 (dB)1 (dB)?

il 21.69 0.8 9.89  0.17 22.01 0.83 9.55 0.17 2464 0.92 862 007 23.88 0.70 8.43 0.40
%2 19.98 0.64  9.81 047 1998 0.63 9.81 0.62 1851 0.71 992 034 2151 0.60 9.25 0.51

JiE3 22.66 0.81 9.51 0.16 214 083 9.63 0.18 2480 0091 8.68 008 22838 0.67 880  0.40
DARFormer 24.13 0.82 878 0.14 2181 0.84 9.60 0.14 25.78 0.93 846 0.06 2456 0.74 830 0.33

J7id 1 R BIE R A — A K% R 7] LKA™Y
VR = e RO IR B 5N B8 TE V=
o, AT A GRS HEIEE R ). A5 H A S LKA
VR AT A R AL L. T 2 R A

AR R DR — AN B AW E R, 1E

FAREE R T, BB R 528 1 (R I 3
oo 8 AT E B934 head=1. 44 J& 41 A head=8
OV R 7 TR, Tk 3 RIIDEIRIE S 10 % Skik &)
A AN B R IAT 7 28, R 18
F— BT R A

PERE AT MRS S b, ABTTCRA T AR5
VER R R A LRI 2, LUSIR SRR A £
FEUR AT RIS 5. M 3 T L4753 31: DARFormer
TR AR AR T SL AR 525 77 v

HE— B, B 8 SR T 1L 4 MR LI
PSR L. A WL AT BB Tk 1 Ak T
A28, 4o SID H & P Bt w4k; LOL vl H a7
FE A A AEE SR . 700 2 1 M fk LRI 0 5
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%, 1 LOL_v2_real P BER A1 SASRA AR, 771 3 0 &5
T | AT A 1, T OER IR S R AL,
A 2 (A AR 2235, 1 LOL_v2_syhthetic
F B [ B AN 5 B, LOL v B A A B e
FIEEZ T, DARFormer WL it 7 HAEIE S 4] . 151
o RV 1 5 7 T 0 S A 7, R T T AR T
AR,
4 R4

ASCE I B LLIE J7 A A7 R4l 5 R A
S ), R T 2T Retinex H1S B WEF =N
[f] Transformer 3% 5% W 2& DARFormer. & T Retinex ¥
U, S P 3 MR AEAE M 4013 AR, 46 I 25
VAN SRR % R A2 5 I 2. I
I 2% F A 528 T L SR A SR G R R R, SRR 7E
SRR I 2% i, e EL A 4 ] R 7 R 3 7
BV B MUK 34 B b F 30, SREAT SR 12
57 7E 7 U AEAR A b, 5oL BN T A R BRI AT
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i H AR SN A

AR T, 49 50 0 4 0 TG AN 7] DX IR Ol B AR A F B
figt, AT FEAE R IR DR R IR ) B SR PE AT — Sk, 2R
Ja, AR EE P R T R AR KRB A
AU R 53 BHR B R, I8 A B T OR B 58 2 1 4015 A

- r

LOL v2 real

LOL_v2_synthetic ‘
N r F

Input 7kl

Ji52 i3

R, KERSLIRARIE T DARFormer 5 HAh 30
SRR sE U3, WA R 2P R%E , DARFormer
B9 LA i 2 B A A SR I 1), R B AE 15 3 %5
T AT N Y 98 3.

DARFormer

K8 7 4 ANEEHEAE LI Bl sE I8 A s 5 L
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